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CHARACTERISTICS AND OUTCOME OF ONCOLOGIC PATIENTS IN PEDIATRIC
RESPIRATORY CARE UNIT, SIRIRAJ HOSPITAL
1996 - 1998

Sriassanee Keeratiruangrong

A retrospective study was performed to analyse characteristics and outcome of 22
oncologic pateints who were admitted to the Pediatric Respiratory Care Unit of the Siriraj
Hospital during January 1, 1996 and December 31, 1998 total 3 years. ( Seventy three percent
of the patients was younger than 5 years ). The mean age was 4 years 5 months ( range 1 month
to 14 years ). Male : Female ratio was 1.2 :1. Twenty one patients had fever and only one have
no fever.

Abnormal laboratory investigations in 21 patients include neutropenia 81% (17/21 patients)
, positive hemoculture 50 %(10/20 patients). The common organisms were Staphylococcus
coagulase negative & Escherichia Coli but urine cultures in 16 patients were negative findings.
Sputum cultures in respiratory failure groups positive 3 in 7 patients ,all of them are Pseudomonas
aeruginosa.

Treatment by antibiotics in all oncologic patients with fever . The mean number of
antibiotics were 6 types ( range 3 to 13 types ).The most common of antibiotic administration
used were FORTUM , AMIKIN& TIENAM 86 %. The mean time was 42 days. Fourteen patients
(64 % ) required respiratory support, eleven out of fourteen patients are respiratory tract infection ,
1 patient is Acute respiratory distress syndrome and the rest are coma from brain metastasis. The

mean time in RCU & hospital was 6.5 and 10.9 days respectively. Over all mortality rate was 54%.
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